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The Honourable hr. E. Briceno (Orange Walk North), 
Minister of Local Government and Social Security-

The Honourable hr. S.O. Waight (Cayd South), Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Works

Minister of Energy and Communications 
The Honourable Mr.

Mr. Speaker, I move that at its rising today, the 
to a date to be fixed by the Speaker.

A. Shoman (Cayo North), Minister of 
Health, Housing and Co-operatives 

The Honourable Mr. 3. Ah (Toledo North)
MR. SPEAKER in the Chair.

KHHHI

MR. SPEAKER: Honourable Members, the lues 
its rising today, the Rouse adjourns to a date to 
Speaker. ;

The Honourable Mrs. J. Usher (Pickstock), Parliamentary
Secretary, Ministry of Health, Housing and Cooperatives 

The Honourable Mr. V. Castillo (Corozal North), Deputy
Speaker 

The Honourable Mr. 
The Honourable Mr. P.S.W. Goldson (Albert) 
The Honourable Hr. C. 7‘ 
The Honourable Nr. C. Wagner (Toledo South)

Pursuant to the direction of Mr. Speaker, in writing, 
dated the 31st day of August, 1981 and in accordance 
with Standing Order No. 11(2), the House met in the 
Assembly Chamber, Belmopan, on Wednesday, 2 September, 
1981 at ten o'clock forenoon.

The Speaker, the Honourable Mr. C.B. Hyde, ri.B.E.
The Honourable Hr. G. Price (Freetown), Premier and 

Minister of Finance
The Honourable Mr. V.H. Courtenay (Collet), Minister of 

State
The Honourable Hr. D.L. McKoy (Stann Creek Rural), 

Minister of Labour, Social Services and Community 
Development

The Honourable iir. F.K. Hunter (Belize Rural North), 
Minister of Works

The Honourable Mr. F.J. Marin (Corozal South), Minister 
of Natural Resources

The Honourable Hr. G. Pech (Orange Walk South), Minister 
of Trade and Industry

The Honourable Nr. S. Musa (Fort George), Attorney 
.General and Minister of Education and Sports

be fixed by the-
... . ■ ..
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those against,

PUBLIC BUSINESS
A. Government Business

NOTIONSII

Belize Constitution Bill (Amendment) Lotion

<1

move

/and

'1

?Je are grateful to the Senate for ensuring a smooth 
ition from one Constitution to the other and we would 

ask the House to support the amended Bill.,

Bill 
all was correct with the Constitution,

trans

The reason for the Senate's amendment is to remove 
any doubt which may exist as to the legality of the transition 
from .the self-governing Constitution to the Independence 
Constitution. Transitional provisions will have to be made 
with respect to the powers of the Governor, the existing laws, 
the first Governor-General, the ministers and Members of the 
National Assembly, existing public officers, the Supreme 
Court and Court of Appeal, and other matters.

HON. G. PRICE (Premier and Minister of Finance):
Mr. Speaker, the amendment before the House relates to the 
Bill ifor a Constitution for an Independent State of Belize. 
This amendment was made by the Senate.

All those in favour, kindly say aye; 
kindly say no. I think the ayes have it.

Let us face the fact, I'ir. Speaker, it was last Friday, 
barely five days ago, that the Government steered this Constitution 

through this House, assuring the Mouse that all '.was well, 
  ..ILL C„..„„1 , only to find that now it

is returned by the Senate with an abundance of mistakes and 
omissions! The Government tried to make light of these mistakes

According to Standing Orders, I propose that the amendment 
be considered and the House is asked to agree to the amendments 
set out in the Motion. I, therefore, move in accordance with 
Section 62 of the Standing Orders that the Senate's amendment 
to tlie Bill for a Constitution for an Independent State of 
Belize be now considered.

in the opinion of many citizens; it is an opportunity for the 
Government itself to clear up, to clarify the obscure positions 
regarding such matters as defence and the security of this 
country; and it is an opportunity for them to look into the 
Constitution itself and to see whether there are any other 
matters which need clarification.

HON. P.S.'i. GOL'ISON (Albert): 1-ir. Speaker, I wish to 
an amendment to the Notion that the word 'now' be deleted 

and the addition of the words 'upon this day six months' after 
the word 'considered' in the last line in accordance with 
•Standing Order No. 60.

Mr. Speaker, the effect of this amendment to the Motion, 
if passed by this House, would be to delay the further 
consideration of the Constitution Bill until a period of six 
months has passed, to be precise, until March 2, 1982. I 
thinri, Mr. Speaker, that the return of the Constitution Bill 
by trie Senate to this Bouse is a God-send opportunity for this 
House to reconsider this entire matter in the light of all that 
has been said, all that has been heppening, and all the deep 
concerns which the people of this country have as to the future 
into|which the Government is taking this country, xll-advisedly, 
in the opinion of many citizens; it is an opportunity for the f  !_________X 2 X , X .. 1   j  _ t - xl ’   xxx2X2x_x
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Thank you very ranch.-J1

*

/So,

himself, said 
In other words,

So, Mr. Speaker, I would strongly advise the Honourable 
Ministers on the other side to take this opportunity offered 
by the return of this Bill from the Senate and by this Opposition 
amendment to set this matter for consideration in March 1982 
rather than rush it through today. They may find that it is 
to their political benefit to take this opportunity.

and omissions. But as the Honourable Premier, 
they deal with the transitional arrangements, 
had the Senate not returned this Bill to this House, the 
Government in its haste to bring independence on September 21 
would have perhaps brought about the legal and constitutional 
eradication of your Public Service. V'e might have ended up 
without any Judiciary, and even this House and the Senate 
itself might have been abolished through the inadvertence of 
the Government ......(interruption)......perhaps; perhaps, 
Mr. Speaker, the only good thing that might have come from all 
that would be the demise of this House, because the demise 
of this House would perhaps, would, in fact, have given the 
opportunity for new general elections and that would have been 
the best i/ay of testing public opinion at this time as to what 
the people really want, whether they really want independence 
under the very dangerous way in which it is now being carried 
through or whether they want everything to be properly arranged.

here 
examined, scrutinized and, 
of the most important facts that ought to have been taken into 
consideration is after 21 September, according to the 
Constitution this House, the i’ublic Service, the Judiciary, 
everything would have been dissolved. de would have been 
removed because the Constitution does not agree that on the 
21st I of September what exist today ought to have been carried 
forward after the 21 September. And that is the purpose of 
the Motion here today.

HON. C.O. THCiii'SOfJ (Mesopotamia): Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to support the amendment to the i.otion presented by the 
Member for the Albert Division. And I start out by saying, 
Mr. Speaker, that God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders 
to perform.

Uh at has happened here today is that we are simply 
to amend the Constitution which has b.een gone into, 

low and behold, wo found that one

I would like to remind honourable Members, Hr. Speaker, 
that they'd better be careful because once the Constitution is 
passed, once it becomes the supreme law of the country, then 
until general elections arc- held some time between now and 
1984, there can be no further amendments to the Constitution 
unless this House unanimously agrees to it, which means that 
they(will need the support and the help of the Opposition 
should they find that further amendments are necessary. And 
who knows, they may find that the price for that support is 
not to their liking. It may be, for instance, that they may 
find that they have to turn the entire control of Radio Belize 
entirely over to the Opposition in return for the support of 
any further amendments. Although I would like to assure them 
that'should such en eventuality occur that we will give them 
their due time on Radio Belize. Or, Mr. Speaker, if they 
should find the need for amendments, maybe it might be one way 
of bringing the general elections forward in which case there 
may toe a reversal of the roles wo are playing in this House 
today.
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allow 
even ■ 
to independence, 
legislation, ordinary legislation, the matter of the Constitution 
which

me, Mr. Speaker, that I am saying, today, this Government 
though it purports to be a Government leading the country 

it is very incompetent in a matter of legal

So, I come back to the particular subject, Mr. Speaker, 
hear the Minister of State across the floor saying and 

I would like to reply to the Minister of State if you would

So, we have a Motion here today where the Governor- 
General would be able to prepare before independence certain 
appointments; we ought to agree also that the Public Service, 
functions of the Judiciary, etc. continue thereafter as before 
the 21 September. But to my mind it is an historical move by 
the Senate, that the first tine the Senate has referred back 
to this Hguse, to my knowledge, an amendment which I am saying 
with due respect to the House, not an amendment of the Senate.

Je have hurried and rushed through in the preparation 
for independence certain obligations, certain procedural 
matters ought to be affected and one of the most important 
thing is to prepare for independence, which we have not been 
doing for thirty years, b'e have not been preparing for 
independence for thirty years. and even up to this very day, 
we have learnt only yesterday when the Senate sat that we are 
not prepared for independence. So we are herald, announcements 
have been made that amendments to the Constitution Sill have 
been made, referred back to the Souse for the House to 
reconsider the amendments, to approve the amendments by the 
Senate.

is tlie Government's obligation to provide this. I.^am denied 
this as I have been denied it in the City Council and etc., 
which is history of this country. It is the Government's 
attitude to deny the Opposition whatever they are entitled to 
to function properly.

Mr. Speaker, was this not seen before? 
floor we have people who purport to be Constitutional lawyers, 
good lawyers, expert lawyers, Consultants,. Advisers, Attorney 
Generals, and other legal brains, and I have found out, today, 
that; in our Constitution which we have forwarded to the Senate 
for approval and consideration, we have found out that a great 
anomaly exist. It costs this House approximately, Mr. Speaker, 
correct me if you may, Sir, if you can - 32,400 per hour to 
operate this House, $2,400 per hour. And we are assembled 
here, today, to consider anomalies by an incompetent 
Government preparing for independence; a Government that says 
they are prepared to go into independence; and $2,400 per 
hourj, if we stay here after eleven o'clock, Mr. Speaker, 
would be going down the drain because we could have remedied 
whatihas happened on Friday had we had competent, serious- 
minded people who want to take this country into independence. 
But we have never examined - when I say we, I mean the 
Government - has never examined .....(interruptions).....
I am;prepared to say, lir. Speaker, in this case I am not 
competent and I am not ashamed of it because I do not have, 
as Iisaid in the last Mouse, I do not have what is afforded 
me to examine properly the functions of this House and I have 
made;charges in this House over and over again that 1 cannot 
represent my constituency even though the Minister of State 
on Friday said he is in sympathy with the citizens of the 
Mesopotamia Division. But I am proud to say because I am 
denied the tools by this Honourable House to function properly - 
I cannot function properly unless I am given the tools and it 

I.^am denied
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country and this Government did not realize, they did not 
realize, Hr. Speaker, that they were allowing this country to 
go into independence in chaos, in a vacuum, because we would 
not have had a Governor-General, we would not even have a 
Constitution or have a Governor-General on the 21 September, 
an important appointment; we would not have been able to have 
this House continue after the 21 September; which means, 
Mr. Speaker, you yourself, Sir, would not have been sitting 
there after the 21 September nor will this Honourable House 
be sitting here on that day and thereafter.

a u s e

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Therefore, I am saying, Mr. Speaker, with all respect 
to this Honourable Mouse, respect to Government, I regret .... 
(interruptions) .... I would like election tomorrow,- Minister 
of State; I would like elections tomorrow and I know if there 
is an election tomorrow there would not ever be a P.U.P. 
Government ever in the House .... ( applause ) .... 
if there were to be an election; particularly, I may say and 
I am not ashamed; I am proud to say on the record that I have 
seen a change in the P.U.P. Government; I have been able to 
recogiize a change in the P.U.P.,Government, but, Mr. Speaker, 
if this change materialises, if this change develops, I am 
bold to say, today, th t in 1984 the i’.U.P. would have been of 
the past. And that's the reason why I am here today; I am 
prepared to persevere and operate in our Constitution a 
democratic government, that when in 1984 it arises and come 
before us, the P.U.P. will remain a part of the past, and that 
thereafter we will have an Independent Day after 1984.

HON. S. MUSA (Attorney General and Minister of Education 
and Sports): Je are here to consider an amendment returned by 
the Senate and it seems that these amendments, Hr. Speaker, 
have succeeded not only in titillating the Opposition to give 
them grandiose ideas, one, that the Government might be mindful 
to postpone independence for six months; but, two, the 
Government was in some form or fashion planning its own 
dissolution, as well as, the Judiciary, the Public Service and 
what not. It has also succeeded, l.r. Speaker, in bringing out 
a sort of machismo feeling on the part of the Opposition - one 
doesn'-t know where it comes from. Perhaps we should set the 
records straight, today, Hr. Speaker, and put these amendments 
in their true perspective with their true meaning. I don't 
mind being called incompetent, that's the least of it; I don't 
mind the Attorney General's Ministry being called incompetent. 
But I ithink those who purport to speak on legal matters should 
first (check out the legalities upon that which he speaks .... 
(interruptions)..... then he should not speak on legal matters: 
he should keep quiet; stick to the political issuesj.

i Mr. Speaker, the issue before us is really a very simple 
one. lit is something like this. le have an Order in Council 
that has been signed by Ser Majesty the queen in Privy Council; 
and if | the members of the Opposition were to spend the time to 
examine that Order in Council, they will find the identical 
provisions, the Transitional Provisions, clearly sot out rhe 
Order in Council; they are all there; all matters dealing with 
the existing laws - the Public Service, the Judiciary, the 
National Assembly, the Ministers of Government, Premier, 
Governor, etc.; all matters set out in the Order in Council. 
And from a strictly legal standpoint, that is enough, . i c.
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own National j'issembly.
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enough to continue the transitional provisions to bring into 
effect this new Constitution that we are passing today; from 
a strictly legal standpoint. But the Government in its wisdom, 
and the Senate, felt that rather than stick to Constitutional 
strictness of having Parliament through the Queen and through 
the Executive, legislating for us with the Transitional 
Provisions, we should ratify, so to speak, and bring all those 
Provisions into effect right here in Belize. ;;e have done it 
with the Constitution proper and we seek not/ to do it also with 
the Transitional Provisions.

So, we arc really talking today, iir. Speaker, more on 
a question of form rather than substance. If we are talking 
about(whether this house should not meet because it costs 
$2,400, then I find that a basic contradiction with the 
Opposition, Mr. Speaker, They are always complaining that we 
don't (have enough House meetings, and now that we are giving 
them the opportunity to voice their opinions again in another 
House Meeting, they are complaining; they are complaining 
about the $2,400 or whatever it may cost.

it was elected by a few; 
legislating for itself; 
by the Colonial power, 
de facto situation, 
it will be found that surely England can legislate for us 
because we have had this tradition of legislating for ourselves 
we felt on reflection and to avoid any doubt whatsoever, 
whether it be one percent doubt or a hundred, 
include the Transitional Provisions in our Constitution.

: Having made that point, iir. Speaker, this is not to say 
that the Government has in any way bungled, 
from the Opposition is trying to make out. 
proceeded to independence on September 21. 
would have continued,

The point I want to make clear for the records today, 
Kr. Speaker, is that as far as the Transitional Provisions are 
concerned in a strict legal sense they are already in the 
Constitution, but they are in effect by virtue of aiy Order in 

want to make them effect by virtue of our

! That is the purpose of the amendment, iir. Speaker. So, 
really, Hr. Speaker, I see no reason for us to engage in any 
issues! as to substance. Indeed, I am sure the distinguished 
Member for the Albert Division was aware from the Committee 
Stage that this matter could have been dore in one or two ways; 
either by accepting legislation from England or by bringing 
it home to Belize. The Government chose to bring it home to 
oelizej and legislate in Belize. And to complete the picture

I might say, Iir. Speaker, that when we examine the 
Constitutional history of Belize, it will be found that Belize, 
like Barbados, two of the territories which always in its 
history tried as best it could to legislate for itself 
can go right back to the days of the Legislative Assembly when 

there was always that system of 
but in every case it was sanctioned 

And when we look at it from a strictly 
the true Constitutional power structure,

as the Members 
•Je could have 
The Government 

this House would have continued, all the 
offices would have continued, including the Judiciary and the 
Public Service; but it would have continued by virtue of an 
Act of the Queen of England; it would have continued by virtue 
of the fact of an Order in Council made in England, and that 
would have given it strict legal validity.

/we felt ...
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Thank you, hr. Speaker.

(

( interruptions )

HON. G. PF.ICS: And hr. Ridley handed it to them in

:e do have
now

we felt we should also include the Transitional Provisions^ 
That's the reason to accept the amendments brought from the 
Senate.

I

First Reading, I
London.

the Government 
the Government should have studied it; 

There are errors in the 
i t was

u s
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They speak about the unnecessary expenses of calling 
a second Sitting of the House, and then you hoar crying on 
other occasions that we don't have enough Sittings of the 
House. The only thing that they have been consistent about is 
their fear of independence, which the vast majority of 
Belizeans are anxiously and joyfully awaiting - the majority 
of the people of Belize; many of their former supporters are 
joining in the independence celebrations.

/clair: ...

e )

HON. T.

HON. T. ARANSa (Leader of the Opposition): Mr. Speaker; 
I’m‘Standing in support of the amendment because there is an 
expression that when you are doing something very important 
you should not rush.

e )

V/e have had the Constitution; it was given out to us, 
at least to the Opposition, on the very day that it is to be 
passed. I think the Government has seen it; 
should have seen it;
but,; yet, the Government did not.
Constitution because, again, the thing was rushed; 
not studied well.

BON. F.H. HUNT3R (Minister of ’dorks): i.r. Speaker, I 
cannot support the amendment, because itfe arguments based on 
assumptions and the assumptions are wrong; so, If I accept 
the arguments based on the assumptions ”hich were wrong, as 
the| Attorney General just proved, then I would be accepting 
an amendment based on wrong information; on a non-existing 
argument. So, as the Attorney General pointed out, i.r. Speaker, 
we didn't have to have this, but let us knock our own thing. 
We have been doing our Constitution in our own House. There 
are two or three Commonwealth countries, only, of all those 
that got their independence, that did it the way v/e are doing 
it here in our own Legislature; and we have started in that 
pattern and found it the- best system. And all this is doing 
is tidying it up; that we are consistent and we do the whole 
Constitution through legislation of our National Assembly. 
And I am proud that we are doing our own thing.

AX1ANJA: :e do have a Constitution in our hands 
and we have missed issues that should not have been misse'1- 

The main problem is - if we can miss and err on something that 
we have in our hands what will we not do with things that are 
not in our hands an 1 not in our control; such as, the 
security of Belize, the Heads of Agreement, the licxico/Guatemala

SIGN. V.H. CGU’iT’JNAY: •. Mr. Speaker, allow me to rise to 
remind him that he received a copy of the Constitution on the

, not last Friday ....
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amendment„ 
Legislcit""

incompetent
an

HON. F.J. M..RIN (Minister of Natural Resources):
Mr. Speaker, I rise to reject the amendment proposed from the 
other side of the House and to support the amendments proposed 
by the Senate.

s e

The attorney General went on further to say that 
could have proceeded towards independence without these 
amendments. Yes; perhaps we could have proceeded towards 
independence without them but so could we proceed towards 
disaster.

claim to Belize; what will we not do in those issues?
Because of the fact that we have not taken enough time to 
study what we should study, but rather in our euphoria, in our 
anxiety, we go ahead dabbling with something that is very, 
very significant in a casual manner.

All matters, as the- /.ttorney General has said, all 
matters that are being brought today to this House has been 
in the Order in Council; yet, we have to make an amendment 
to incorporate them into the Constitution. Are we to believe, 
therefore, that it mere caution on the part of the Government 
to incorporate these amendments into the Constitution? 
Certainly not. It was an oversight, or better said, as the 
Member for the Mesopotamia put it, it was incompetence 
aggrevated by haste.

of this year and i.exico will 
member of the U.K. later on in the year".

It was really ridiculous to bring words like ’ 
just because the Senate, in its wisdom, managed tc propose 

As I understand the bi-cameral practice of 
Legislature, both Houses of the National Assembly have the 
right, if they so wish, to bring in Bills, to make proposals, 
and in this case, it has been an amendment. So, it is really 
ridiculous coming from the other side of the House that the 
Senate; should do this. In other words, it is implying that 
the Senate shouldn't make amendments on Bills.

: Secondly, words have been introduced as to Heads of 
Agreements, although I don't see the relevance of Heads of 
Agreements to these amendments. i;exican/Guatemalan claim; I 
don't know of any Mexican claim. All I know, Mr. Speaker, 
yesterfday I was privileged to see on Mexican television, 
President Lopez Portillo informing the nation on the state of 
the Federation on his fifth year of Government and he gave 
Belize; two minutes in his report to the nation. Ana he said. 
"Mexico welcome" to quote him, "I.exico welcome the independence 
of Bellize on the 21 September 
sponsor Belize as a

that's Mexico's position; but more than 
that, he said the 5th of September there will be a meeting of 
both President Portillo and the Guatemalan President of the 
Chiapas Borderline; and President Portillo has said, very 
emphatically, to the Press that he intends to recommend to 
the Guatemalan President that he should leave Belize alone

II

The attorney General further sail that we were being 
given a right to be heard, or to voice our opinions in the 
House. I hope he -wasn't quite serious when he said that; I 
hope it was just a slip of the tongue, if you may, because the 
Opposition has a right, not an opportunity, to voice its 
opinion in this House.
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from j’orld Bank and International Monetary Fund;

to see the points in time before independence.
I think,

i-ir. Speaker, I support the amendments as proposed by the 
Honourable Senate and reject the amendment.

a u s e

after the 2,1st of September. Isn't that very clear? 
where the Mexican claim comes about? 
expected on that side.

So
Absolute rubbish, as

HON. C. vJAGNflR (Toledo South): Hr. Speaker, I rise to 
give ^support to the amendment and I do so because I want to 
make pretty sure that Belize is ready, beyond a shadow of a 
doubt, Belize is ready for independence.

Last week, instead of debating a Constitution a large 
portion of it was dedicated to defence or security. I want to 
say very clearly th it the best defence for the Belizean people 
to survive as a nation is to stop instilling fear into the 
Belizean people and the destruction of people's property, then 
you remove fear .....(interruptions)...... you started it. 
That's the best form of a secure independence for Belize, 
Mr. Speaker, to stop instilling fear into the Belizean people, 
and instead, encourage then to face the future with faith 
and confidence; for when the world nt large sees that you 
have faith and confidence in yourself, you develop that 
confidence in then as our friends, Mexico, are saying today 
to leave Belize alone.

| Mr. Speaker, unlike my colleagues who suggested 
incompetence of my esteem friend, the attorney General, 
will inot base my support on incompetence because, 
believe that my friend is competent.

Hr. Speaker, it would sees awfully bad and disappointing 
to see so many experienced politicians over there, so many 
learned legal men, all that trust of brains, overlooking such 
important, not as extremely necessary, but extremely important 
things ns to go into independence with these things not done. 
I do appreciate the fact that the Belize Government has been 

It is 
that Belize is numbered among the two 

that is if my 
indeed, 

thousands of Belizeans are 
, I, personally, 

Hr. Speaker, I nay be wrong, but I have my
I an entitled to my opinion and I must make 

my opinion known; an 1 my opinion, the way I see it, the way 
I hear people talk, the way I see people worry, is that the 
Belizean people are not mentally prepared for the tremendous 
burden of independence. I hoar people, including yie People's 
United Party supporters, making pessimistic comments from 
day to day. And not too many days ago, I camo into contact 
within very high-up P.U.P. supporter and he asked ma if I am 
ready for independence. I said, "well, I would like a delay, 
but I carry a policy and ray policy is to hope for the best 
and be prepared for the worst. So, I ma being prepared for 
whatimay come; but are you ready?" He said, "oh, yes, I am 
ready; I am ready". Very enthusiastic, i.nd I said, "why 
are you ready? that's your reason? I moan, in what way are 
you yeady?" He said "well, everything will be alright".
yes; but like what -will ho alright?" '".Jell, there will be 

of money; we'll now be able to borrow a lot of money 
now we don't

I 
indeed, I

I do 
able 
commendable, 
or three countries that have done it this way, 
friend, the Minister of 'Jorks, is correct. But, 
Hr. Speaker, I am concerned as iwusanw ox 
concerned about the timing of independence, 
do not believe, i'~ "-- '-- ~----------- ““
human rights and I
I hear people talk,

burden of independence.
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Thank you, Hr. Speaker.HON. C. JAGIJ2R:
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is

I

I said, 
he said,

1A.:. SPS/JCJR:
is going off in a slight irrelevancy,

i

" "Any other reason?” 
.....(interruption).

have money to fix the road, but we'll get a lot of money then", 
"'./hat's your other reason?" "Any other reason?" " 'ell", 
"'.-/e'll get what we want"

So, Kr. Speaker, without prolonging the matter any more, 
am supporting the amendment.

I Thank you.

3ut, Hr. Speaker, to conclude, my point is simply that 
there is anxiety among the people of Belize of the rushing of 
the country into independence. I have been listening to the 
Radio and reading the news for many years and most of the other 
former colonies that went into independence have been negotiating 
and whenever the announcement is made it is some twelve months 
in advance of independence, sometimes eight months, six months, 
but never have I heard an independence announced a little over 
a month before we go into independence. This is an extra
ordinary short announcement of cur independence; and this is 
one of the many reasons why I thought we are not prepared. So, 
I am supporting the amendment based on that fact; that Belize 
by manifestations of the majority of the population - it was 
said a while 350, Hr. Speaker, that the vast majority of the 
people are ready and that is not true; that is an assumption 
which|is wrong. I look - the shaking of the head in a negative 
way dies not prove anything - you look on the cars, you could 
count them as they speed by, the sticker that "Belize Born Free 
and Independent", you could count them; 'out of every ten cars 
that pass you may see one of then with a sticker. You want to 
tell me that these people welcome this independence in such an 
enthusiastic manner? ......(interruptions) .....oh, they need 
to beg for it; they need to beg for it. 'Jell, this just goes 
to show, again, by admittance, Hr. Speaker, that the people 
are not enthusiastic about it because they are not begging for 
it, they are not soliciting.

Hr. Speaker, it was announced over BBC, I understand, 
that the people of Belize danced in the street and rejoiced 
when the announcement of independence was made and this, 
Hr. Speaker, I believe yourself will be able to attest to, 
not true because it was not evident in Belize; in Punta Gorda, 
Toledo, there were no dancing ......(interruptions) ’.......
I am hot blaming you, but I an saying that it was said that that 
Radioimale this announcement. It was also printed by one 
Newspaper that Belize is the first country going into 
independence where the people are rioting against independence. 
And there are many instances to show that the people of Belize 
arc not prepared, are not ready, are not welcoming it.

The Honourable i/ember is aware that he 
and I an hoping he will 

cone to a conclusion with his .anecdote as quickly as possible.

I am supporting the amendment and ray point is that the 
delay that we seek, six /souths hence, is to study carefully 
all aspects pertaining to the independence that wo are going 
into. And in discussing the different aspects sometimes we 
must bring up some examples, .-.nl so my example is merely to 
elucidate my point of unprey -redness; of course, I know the 
emphasis of unpreparedness steps on toes; and this is why this 
is called for.

/.’•1CIJ. V.'l. CwiHTAbAY ...
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negotiations on this Constitution took place in London 
neglected their duty, I believe that, today, they honestly

or h '.vc

In terms of the proposal, iir. Speaker, th't we should 
delay for six months consideration of matters of the Constitution, 
I would like to, once again, put it on record, that I can 
understand Honourable Members across the other side of the Scuse 
feeling un prepared for independence. I can understand their 
feeling that they do not, thoraselves, feel confident aj»out the 
Constitutional document which is before this National assembly. 
I do not)accept or condone the excuse of the honourable I-ember 
for the Mesopotamia .'division who says that he is in this House 
but he doesn't perform his functions because somebody doesn't 
give him, tools. I asked him what tools and he doesn't say. 
/ell, th.jit is his business and let that remain upon his conscience. 
As he says "God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to perform" 
and, no .jloubt, the Mesopotamia division will move instead of 
God, they will assist God. But, 1 believe, Mr. Speaker, that 
they feel unprepared because when they had- their duty to perform 
to the country; when you, Mr. Speaker, appointed them to a 
Committee of this House to examine proposals for this Constitution; 
when the 
they all

HCN. V.3. CGU’ISSNi.Y (Minister of State): Mr. Speaker, 
if I may just address you on one point; there is one point 
that is disturbing si- terribly; this fact that the Member who 
makes his proposal and his supportorc on this Motion are 
proposing that the delay in the business which is before the 
House should be used as a vehicle for achieving political 
objectives. I-iy understanding is that we have a legislative 
problem,, a legislative duty in this bouse; an 1 I am amazed 
that the proposer of a resolution could say t?sat "I propose 
a resolution because I have n different political philosophy 
and I would lovo to use this opportunity to delay the legislation.

li-r. Speaker, I woul s wish to make the point, and make 
the poinjt very clearly th t when it comes to dealing with the 
issue of the timing of independence; when it cones to the 
question of whether the people are ready for independence; 
when it comes to the question of the wisdom of moving now into 
independence, this is a matter which this House ought to.debate 
on a substantive motion. And if ay Honourable friends are 
serious, and if they are not merely trying to score debating 
points, then they have a function and a duty to the community 
to provide them with such a debate on a motion and to get the 
conclusion of the National assembly upon it. It is certainly 
not within the spirit of a legislative body that one should 
attempt to use its processes merely to satisfy political 
objectives and I condemn the whole attitude which we have 
experienced this morning. From that point of view, I could 
never support a motion which is based upon that sort of attitude, 
that sort of disregard for the real responsibility of the 
House of;Representatives.

In other words, Mr. Speaker, nowhere have ?/e heard that 
the proposals would represent bad legislation and, therefore, 
we ought not to pass it. Nowhere have we hoard that the 
proposals would be dangerous l-.-gislation and, therefore, we 
ought to study it further. Nowhere h-.ve we heard any criticism 
about the legislation, or h -,vc wo h ard any justification for 
suggesting that this House might need more time to study it. 
All we arc- hearing is that we ought to use this opportunity 
to advance a political purpose. I condemn this. I condemn 
this as !an invalid use of the processes of this House. In

I am prepared to condemn it as an abuse of the processes 
of this House.
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.......that they honestly sit in this House unprepared rand 
unready to deal with the business which is before this House, 
because they have failed to do their homework. I believe, 
Mr. Speaker, that they are honest when they admit that they 
are in no position to nrake a positive contribution to the 
Constitution of our country..

HON. P.S.J. GOLJ.jviJ (Albert): ir. Speaker, I would 
just like to make a few comments in winding up the debate on 
the amendment.

Mr. Speaker, as I understand from the Honourable Attorney 
General, the Government in dealing with the Constitution of 
Belize for Independence, decide to take a certain route; he 
said that for most territories getting independence, the route 
was by means of an Order in Council signed by the ,,ueen 
said thati in the case of ilelize,

I think I understand, ),r. Speaker, that the Honourable 
Minister of State is offering debate on the timing of 
independence. If that is what he is offering then I can assure 
him the Opposition will take him up on that offer. 'ie are 
(filling oh this side to take up that offer. The one reason 
we have not taken up that offer before is because the House 
is now ini Recess and, in practice, only matters which emanate 
from the Government fin.1 itself on the Order Paper. '.ie rare 
not quarrelling with this; all we are saying is that if the 
opportunity is being offered by the Government side for us to 
have a debate on the timinr; of independence, we are willing to 
cooperate one hundred percent, and te are even willing to debate 
it on Radio.

. He
the Government decided that in 

this National 
Fine. In fact,

addition ito the Order in Council by the dueon, 
Assembly would also pass its own legislation.
I would put it this way that the Opposition would have quarrelled 
with them had they taken another route; had the Constitution 
of Belizel rested only on a British Order in Council, we would 
have opposed that; in fact, the Honourable Attorney General 
can remember I raised this matter in the Constitution Committee 
to ensure that this Constitution was being passed by this 
National Assembly and not relying merely on an Order in Council. 
So, the question that comes up, i.r. Speaker, if it is true as 
the Honourable Attorney General sail that they decided 
deliberately to pass the Cnnstutition by means of legislation 
in this National Assembly, th. .n why is it that they didfnot 
complete ithe job; why is it that when they presented that 
Constitution Bill to the House ?. little over two weeks ago they 
did not present the entire Constitution since they intended to 
take that! route, according to him. dhy was part of it being 
done by an Order in Council an 1 part being done by legislation 
in the House? There can be only one answer to that question; 
and it is the fact that it was an oversight. They did not 
realize that the Transitional Provisions of the Constitution 
package in order to complete the job properly. This oversight 
was discovered or called to their attention - who knows? Maybe 
it was called to their attention by the Colonial masters; maybe 

came from England; look, you have passed that Bill 
incomplete, please go over it again. And so, they were able to 
take advantage of the fact that the Senate was meeting in order

regret what they have done ..-
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Nhen you talk about being unprepared, iir. Speaker, there 
preparers who show themselves unprepared; they are the 

ones who claim that they arc ready, but they show themselves 
so unready by the very performance they have put off with this 
Constitution, They ought to be ashamed of themselves, not to 
be able to do a better job than that. And this is why we 
advised them, take advantage of this opportunity to have a look

to try and correct the error which they had made. They should 
have realized that the Independence Constitution will supersede 
the present Constitution, Ordinance No. 33 of 1963. In other 
words, that Constitution which brought in Self-Government will 
go out the window when this Independence Constitution comes 
into force and it will take with it all the provisions regarding 
the Public Service, the Judiciary, this National -Assembly, and 
so on. Similarly, Iir. Speaker, this is very important; they 
should have realized that since Self-Government the Constitution 
of this country consistci not only of the Ordinance passed by 
this House, that is Ordinance No. 33 of 1963; it also 
consisted of Letters Patent and Royal Instructions; the 
Government of Belize, the rinistries were set up by means of 
Letters Patent issued 'y Order in Council.and they should have 
realized that all th't will go, automatically, with the coming 
of Independence and th t everything pertaining to the 
Constitution of Belize after independence should be found and 
contained in one document only, namely, the Constitution of 
Belize. Apparently, they did not realize that fact until, 
perhaps, it was called to their attention, and so, they have 
brought it back through the means of the Senate. -.nd we would 
have expected that they woui 1 have come here and said, well, 
we are sorry; or, perhaps we would be expecting too much to 
expect them to come here and say we are sorry we made an error; 
we are not the geniuses we thought we wore .....(interruptions) 
.....well, certainly, I would have .pointed out that I made an 
error; I would have pointed it out. You see, errors in this 
case are important; ail of us can make mistakes; all of us 
can make mistakes; but mistakes in this context are very 
important because, as the Honourable Leader of the Opposition 
points out, if you can make mistakes when you have documents 
to deal(with, when you know, you have it in writing, how much 
more are you likely to make mistakes when it comes to 
undocumented natters such ns the Lea’s of /.greereents and the 
question of defence an I security of Belize. Mow much more 
are you'going to make mistakes when it comes to the security 
which you don't have in writing. But you are making mistakes 
with the Constitution and you are trying - if I understand the 
trend of the debate of the other side, they are trying to say 
somehow!or the other if only the Opposition were there; if 
only the Opposition had attended these talks, they would not 
have made these mistakes. That is, in effect, the substance 
of what!they are sayin':. But the thing is this, the Opposition 
has made it clear from the very beginning that it opposes 
independence under these conditions; that it opposes 
independence in 1981 simply because a. United Nations say so;
we made I that clear from the very beginning; and so, don't 
expect us to co-operate a hundred percent in something we 
think will be harmful to the people of this country. ie did 
not take part in that Constitutional Conference bocaqge this 
Government at that time had a state of emergency in force and 
they were brutalizing, they were oven killing the people of 
Belize,' and we decided that wo would not leave this country while 
there >.Vere a state cf emergency under which the people of Belize 
were likely to be shot lead and were, in fact, being shot dead 
in the streets of Belize.
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over the matter again, because there might be other mistakes 
which have not yet been called to your attention and which 
might be discovered between now and September 21st. .....
(interruptions) ...... I know, then you'li come back again. But 
remember after you have dealt with this Constitution today; if 
you pass it today, it '.'ill go and get the Governor's signature, 
then it will become Iw and it will be more difficult to change 
it.

; HON. P.S...'. GGLJSON: Thank you very much, Hr. Speaker, 
for that clarification. I agre-e one hundred percent with the 
Speaker. .....(interruptions)....... The Speaker is saying that 
it wasi correct to say that the vote was carried without a 
dissenting vote, but that's a different thing from unanimous; 
unanimbus is when everybody votes for it. 3o, we h-aye no 
objection to your saying without a dissenting vote; 'but if there 
was journalistic honesty, the Radio would also report that the 
Opposition did not vote in favour of the Motion, 
it is 'done by news-media in advanced countries.

I just wanted to clarify this point that we will not 
vote against the Senate amendments; we will give them a chance 
to correct their errors; but this is not to be taken by the 
Honourable Ministers opposite as any open, door to their coming 
back to correct further errors and amendments in the future and 
believe that they count on the co-operation and the forbearance 
of the Opposition in every case; we will take each case on 
its merits.

Well, Fir. Speaker, in conclusion and in order to avoid, 
for the avoidance and doubt as to what the Opposition fill do 
in this matter, we of course, "ill support, by our votes, our 
amendment that this matter be nut back this day, six months; 
we will support it with our vote. If the amendment is lost - 
and I say, if, because I remain hopeful up to the end that good 
sense and a sense of reality .’ill prevail up the last minute; 
but if good sense does not prevail and the amendment is lost, 
then we will vote a resounding 'no' to the Lotion that it be 
considered now; we will vote against that. However, when the 
actual detailed amendments of the Senate .ire being considered, 
since we know that it is necessary that the country should have 
a Public Service, that it choui a Judiciary, even though
we do not agree with the timing of independence, we will not 
vote for those Senate amendments, but re will not oppose them 
either. In other words, we will abstain from the actual Senate 
amendments. I just thought I ■’ould clarify this so that false 
reports which go abroad and, in fact, which, was broadcast some 
time over Radio Belize that this .’louse voted unanimously for 
the Constitution 'when, in fact, the Opposition abstained .... 
(interruptions)....... <o abstained. The Honourable Leader of 
the Opposition stated that we abstained and stated why we 
were abstaining. And, in fact, Radio Belize had first reported 
that the vote was without a dissenting vote; it was only 
afterwards that they changed it.

H2. SPE.iKOR: I think that it would be well for me to 
state here now that in the House, iaembers do not abstain from 
voting; by remaining silent it merely means you do not agree; 
but it doesn't mean you are abstaining. It is a technical 
matter,and when reports are made over the Radio that a Motion 
was carried without any dissenting vote that probably means 
the same thing that you think you do when you abstain; but, 
there's no such thing ns abstaining in the House.
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delete Sections 132 and 133 and add the following 
new Chapters XI and XII as follows

The Con
stitution - 
transitional 
powers.

I
I
Interpre
tation for 
this Chapter.

i Existing 
laws.

In this Cmptar -
'•'the Constitution ordinance" means the 
British toBiaras Constitution 'Ordinance 
1963;
"the Letters Patent" means the Belize 
Letters Latent 1964 to 1979.

134.-(1) Subject to the provisions of 
this Chapter, the existing laws shall, 
notwithstanding the revocation of the 
Letters Patent and the Constitution 
Ordinance, continue in force on and 
after Independence Day and shall then 
have effect ns if they had been made in

I, therefore, move that in accordance with Section 62 
of the Standing Orders, that the Senate amendment to the Sill 
for a;Constitution.for an Independent State of Belize, be now 
considered and supported.

,ueen.
the position of the Government of cue United Kingdom;
indeed, the Government cf the United King-Ion hove -advised that 
there is no need to include such provision in our Constitution.

All those in favour, kin’ly say aye; 
kindly say no. I think the noes have it.

lir. Speaker, the debate '.rings out the true position 
this issue. There is leg-I provision for the transition by 
an Order in Council signed by Her iajosty the ,ueen. That is

and,

133. .The Governor (as defined for the 
purposes of the Letters Patent) acting 
after consultation with the Premier 
(as f?’’ defined) may at any tinre after 
this ■<.'--cticn comes into operation 
exorcise my of tne powers conferred 
on the Governor-General by section 134 
of thir- Constitution to such extent as 
may be necessary or expedient to enable 
the Constitution to function ns from 
Independence Day.

»iON. G. PRICE (Premier •ind. m inister c-f finance):’ If 
there be no other speaker, nay I wind up the debate on the 
Lotion.

3ut to do as we have always done, the Senate proposes 
that the House also endorses Her Majesty's Order in Council 
and thereby remove any doubt that nay arise regarding the two 
available procedures; one is by an Order cf Council only, and 
the other is by an Order in Council -and inclusion in an Ordinance. 
To remove any such doubt .and in a spirit of ..n over-abundance 
of caution, we think wo should fellow the way we have always 
done and include such a provision in the Constitution.

MR. SPEaKER: Honourable iieiabors, the Question is that 
the amendment be made.
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pursuance of this Constitution, but they 
shall bo construed •'ith such modifications, 
adaptations, qualifications and exceptions 
:-.s be necessary to bring then: into 
conformity with this Constitution.

(4) An Order male under this section 
nay be amended or revoked by the National 
Assembly or, in relation to any existing 
law affected thereby, by any other authority 
having power tc a.vend, repeal or revoke 
that existing law.

(2) /here any matter that falls to 
be prescribed or otherwise provided for 
under this Constitution by the National 
Assembly or by any other authority or 
person is proscribed, or provided for by 
or under an existing Jaw (including any 
amendment to any ouch law made under this 
section), t’"t prescription or provision 
shall, as from independence Jay, have 
effect (with such ■.’.clif ’ c-.tiens, adaptations, 
qunlifi' ti'ns and exceptions as may bo 
ncccBS".-y to brio , it into conformity with 
tlis Ccnr.titvtion -.o if it ha.3 been made 
under inis Constitution by the National 
.-sse ?.r.:ly or, ns t.io case nay require, 
by t'-o ether authority or person.

135.-(1) her Majesty may before Independence 
Jay appoint the first Governor-General from 
among persons who qualify by virtue of 
section 2.3 of this Constitution to become 
citizens of Belize an Independence Jay.

(a) In this section, the expression 
’’existing law” means any ,.>ct offche 
;.'.arli 'Tent of the United Kingdom, Order 
of tier i.a.iesty in Council, Ordinance, rule, 
regul "ti’-n, order or other instrument 
having effect as part of the law, of 
Belize i-imcdiately before Independence Jay 
(including any such law made before that 
day and coming into operation on or after 
that day).

(5) The provisions of this section 
shall be without prejudice to any powers 
conferred by this Constitution or by any 
other lav; upon any person or authority 
to make provision for any matter, including 
the .-imendnent or repeal of any existing law.

(3) 1'b.o Governor-Genornl may, by
order published in the Gazette, within 
twelve months after Independence lay make 
such nwn '.Tents to ".ny existing law (other 
than this Constitution) as may be

. n<ccsc:-.ry or expedient for bringing that 
law into conformity with the provisions 
of this Constitution or otherwise for 
giving effect or enabling effect to be 
given to those provisions.



17

Ministers.

A

I

National 
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(4) --ny person holding the office 
of triao : inister or other Minister by 
virtue of subsections (1) and (?.) of this 
section shall be .’eemed to have satisfied 
the requirements of section 46 of this 
Constitution.
1'57.-(1) -he persons who, iratav liately 
before independence Jay, are members of 
the former House of i-presontntives shall, 
as from that day, be deemed to have been 
elect..'’ in pursuance ex section 55(1) of 
this Constitution in the respective electoral 
divisions corrospondin,. to the electoral 
divisions by which they were returned to the 
former .House of Representatives, and shall 
hoi:! their seats in the House of Representatives 
in accordance with the provisions of this 
Constitution.

136.-(1) The person who, immediately 
before Independence Say, holds the office 
of Premier under the Letters Latent shall, 
ns from th't day, hold office as Prime 
Minister as .if he had been .anointed thereto 
under section 3‘? of this Constitution.

(■5) r.ny person holding the office 
of rrirae Minister or other Minister by 
virtue of subsections (1) and (2.) of this 
section who, immediately before Independence 
Jay, was under the Letters latent assigned 
responsibility for any business or 
-’op.artrent of government shall, as from 
that i.'jy, bo deemed to have been assigned 
responsibility for that business or 
department under section 41 of this 
Constitution.

(?.) . .ny such appointment shall take 
effect .as from In dependence Jay, and the 
person so -ppointed shall hold office in 
accord, neo with section 30 of this 
Constitution.

(?.) The persons who, immediately before 
Indcpc-n lence Jay, are members of the former 
.a<;n-.t having been appointed as such under 
paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of section 9(2) 
of the Constitution Ordinance, shall, as 
from Independence Jay, be deemed to have been 
appointed to the Senate in pursuance of 
paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) respectively of 
section 51(2.) of this Constitution, and shall 
hold their seats in the Senate in accordance 
with the provisions of this Constitution.

(2) The persons who, immediately 
before Independence lay, held office as 
Ministers (other than the Premier) under 
the Letters Patent shall, as from that 
day, ’'’■'-1’ the- like offices as if they had 
been appointed thereto un lor section 40 
of this Constitution.
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Existing 
public 
officers.

Subject to the provisions of this 
Constitution every person who immediately 
before Independence Day holds or is acting 
in a public office under the Letters patent 
or the Constitution Ordinance shall, as from 
that day, continue to hold or act in that 
office or the corresponding office established

i'hc; Standing Orders of the former
use of Representatives and of the former 

Senate as in force immediately before) 
Independence lay shall, until it is otherwise 
provide’ under section 70 of this Constitution, 
be the Stan ..ing Orders respectively of the 
House of Representatives and of the Senate, 
but they shall be construe! with such! 
modifications, adaptations, qualifications and 
exceptions may be necessary to bring them 
into conformity wit? this Constitution.

(7) Notwithstanding anything in section 
84(2) of the Constitution (but subject to 
subsection (3) of that section), the National 
Assembly shall, unless sooner dissolved, 
st .nd dissolved on 3Dt:. November 1984 (that is 
to say, five years from the date when the two 
Houses of the former National assembly first 

net after the last dissolution of that 
Assembly under the. Constitution Ordinance).

(8) In this section, the expressions 
"former National Assembly","former House of 
Represent’tivos", and "former Senate" mean 
respectively the National Assembly, J?use of 
Representatives, and Senate established by 
the Constitution Ordinance.

(5) '.?hs person who, immediately before
In lopendonce Joy, is the Lender of the 
Opposition in the former House of Representatives 
shall, ns from that day, be deemed tojhave been 
appointed as Lender of the Opposition;in 
pursuance of section 47 of this Constitution, 
ar.-l shall hoi' office as such in accordance 
with the provisions of this Constitution.

.'fee person.-; decr.ea to bo elected 
to th-. i’-iwe of .oroseatatives or to; be 
apreintod to the fo.-nnte by virtue of sub
sections (1) an! (2) of this section shall 
be deewoi to have satisfied the requirements 
of section 71 of this Constitution.

(4) T?:-o persons who, immediately I before 
Independence Day, are tbo Speaker and)Deputy 
Speaker of th-. for;;;-, r Rouse -f Representatives 
■and the President ml Vi ce-i. resident of the 
■former Senate shall, .ns fro" Independence Day, 
be deemed to have been eloctc-.t respectively 
ns Speaker r.r< 3 Depu ty Speaker of the Rouse of 
Representatives an1, President and Vice-President 
of the Senate in accordance with the provisions 
of t iis Constitution and shall hold office in 
accordance with those provisions.
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Supreme 
Court and 
Court of 
Appeal.

139.-(1) 
C o i ik titution,
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by this Constitution as if he had been 
appointed thereto in accordance with the 
provisions of this Constitution and as if 
he had. then any oath ro-aired by this 
Constitution or any other law:

"the former Supreme Court" moans' the Supreme 
Court established by the Constitution Ordinance;

The National assembly may alter 
any of the provisions of this Chapter, other 
than those referred to in subsection (2) of 
this section, in the manner specified in 

section SS(4) of this Constitution.

I alteration 
of this

: chapter.

i-rovided that any person who under the 
Letters fatent, the Constitution Ordinance 
or any other law in force immediately before 
In lependonce Jay would have been required 
to vacate his office at the expiration of 
■ r,y pei'iod shall, unless earlier removed 
in accordance with this Constitution, 
vacate his office at the expiration of 
that period.

(3) Any decision given before 
Independence Day by the former Supreme 
Court shall for the purposes of its enforce
ment or of any appeal therefrom have effect 
on and after that day as if it were a 
decision of the Supremo Court.

(4) ,-ny appeals from 3eli.se that, 
immediately before Independence ’Jay, are 
pending before the former Court of Appeal 
may be continued end concluded on and after 
that d..y before the Court of Appeal.

(5) Any decision given before Independence 
Jay by the former Court of Appeal shall for 
the purcoaos cf its .nforcement or of any 
apneal therefrom have effect on and after 
that day as if it '■•zero a decision of the 
Court of Appeal.

Subject to the provisions of this 
the Supreme Court shall on 

and after Independence Jay have all the 
powers which immediately before that day 
are vested in the former Supreme Court.

"the former Court of Appeal" means the Court 
of Appeal established by the Court of Appeal 
Ordinance ICC?.

(2) .'.11 proceedings that, immediately
before Independence Jay, are pending before 
the former Supreme Court nay be continued 
and concluded on and after that day before 
the Suwrerie Court.

3eli.se
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Repeal and Date of Comnencement
This Constitution shall come into

Revocations

i-ffi. SPEaKSR:

those against,

the Question is that the Senate

All those in favour, these against,

...jjGUaHnJWT

and Minister of Finance):
Spe akei.

*

Honourable Members, 
amendments t'o the Belize Constitution Bill be made.

Commence
ment

141.
operation on Independence lay.

I-iR. SPEAKER: 
adjourn.

Provided that sections 133 and 135 
of this Constitution shall come into 
operation forthwith.

kindly |say no.
I
HON. G. PRICE (Premier and Minister of Finance): I move 

that the House do now adjourn to a date to be fixed by the

;.»=bsocticns (?( and (8) of section 
69 of tic Constitution shall apply for the 
purpose of construing referoncos in this 
section to any provision of this Chapter 
and to the alteration of any such provision 

they apply for the purpose of construing 
references in section 6S of this Constitution 
and in schedule 2. hereto to any provision 
of this Constitution and to the alteration 
of any such provision.

Honourable Members, the Question is 
33 IT RESOLVED that the Senate amend:.ants to the Belize 
Constitution Bill be now considered.

(2) The National Assembly may alter 
this section, subsections (1), (4) and (7) 
of section 137', section 138 and section 139 
of triis Constitution in the manner specified 
in subsections ("’) and (5) of section 69 
of this Constitution.

, kindly say aye;
I think the lyos have it.

adjourned at 11:25 a.K. to a date to be fixed by the 
Speaker.

Honourable i.embers, the Souse now stands

142. The ordinances set cut in Schedule
4 arc revoked with effect from Independence 
Bay.

All those in favour, kindly say aye; 
kindly Isay no. I think the ayes have it.


